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free-trader. In the seven years after Necker's dismissal finan-
cial laisser-aller and the piling up of debt completed the State's
insolvency, and therefore its feebleness. When at last the
Provincial Estates of Dauphin6, which had been long con-
sidered dead, suddenly restored themselves, spontaneously, by
gathering together at Vizille, on June 14, 1788, and demand-
ing that the Estates-General of the whole kingdom should
meet, the Government could only assent (too late!), and then
practically leave events to take their own fatal course. The
fateful Estates-General was summoned for May 5, 1789. Be-
fore the elections were held a universally popular demand
brought Necker back into office, this time as Minister of State
and member of the King's Council (September 1788); but
this also was too late.
Mercier's Tableau de Paris, which is a contemporary work,
gives a picture of Paris before the Revolution. It was probably
not much different from any other of the European capitals
—large, dirty, crowded, with much that was interesting, much
that was disgusting, much that was grand, much that was
shabby. Some improvements had taken place during the cen-
tury. Everybody drank coffee, even the workmen. It was
cheap. A cup or two and a piece of bread for breakfast satisfied
the workman until nightfall. The Parisians were rather a
pampered people. They knew that the Government had to
maintain the prestige of Paris, and could not afford to let a
famine occur. People wanted an easy life, and would not
marry. Young women set up house together, and bought
annuities with the money that would have gone towards their
dowry. The octroi hampered commerce. There were sixty
municipal customs barriers, made of wood or iron. If the
money which they cost the country could have been put into
them they might have been made of gold. There were masses
of police and soldiers to keep the dangerous populace in order.
Spies were everywhere. Bankruptcies had become so frequent
that they were no longer considered disgraceful. Money was
easy. " The bankers are the rulers of France." They were
always floating loans. " The wealth of the nation is not in

